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I Tim. * ii. Verſe 1, 2, 3. 


Jexbort therefore that firſt * all, Supplications , . 
ak and I” be made for all Men : 


For Kings, and for all that are in Authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and Life in all e and 


oy 


2 


For this is * and e in 4 8 5 of God our 
Saviour. 5 ; 


HE obvious Meaning of the Text- is, that we are 
exhorted to pray for the eſtabliſhed Govern- 

ment of our Country on this Principle, that all Go- 
vernment, as ſuch, hath a Tendency to promote the 
Security and Repoſe of Human Life. If then we are 
required to pray for the Preſervation of eſtabliſhed Au- 
thority, with what Conſiſtency can it be affirmed that 
we are allowed to ad for its Subverſion ? | 
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It is ſomewhat unfortunate for the Aſſertors of the 
Right of Reſiſtance in Subjects, that the Monarch 
now at the Head of the Roman World was Nero, 
. whoſe outrageous Cruelties muſt either have juſtified 
Revolt, or cut off all Plea and Pretence for it in every 
other Inſtance & 


But indeed every Paſſage in the New Teſtament 
which bears any Relation at all to the Duties of Go- 
vernors and Subjects, ſpeaks the Language of unre- 
ſerved Submiſſion. When Peter in a Phrenzy of miſ- 
guided Zeal for his Maſter drew his Sword in his De- 
fence, the Reply of Jeſus was, | they that take the 
« Sword ſhall periſh by the Sword,” Ever after this 
we find the Conduct of his Apoſtles under their Suffer- 
ings uniformly peaceable and ſubmiſſive; and it is 
very remarkable that Peter himſelf, the only Diſciple 
who is recorded to have had Recourſe to Violence, 
hath, in his firſt Epiſtle, one of the moſt explicit and 
forcible Injunctions to unlimited Obedience which 
is to be found in the whole Sacred Volume. 


J am not ignorant of the Gloſſes by which modern 
Divines have contrived to elude the Force of theſe 
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Precepts and Examples; yet, after all that I have 
heard or read upon the Subject, I muſt ſtill have Leave 
to think the primitive Chriſtians, thoſe who had inti- 
mately converſed with the Apoſtles, the ' beſt Inter- 
preters of their Meaning. They were authoritative 
Interpreters. In their hearing many Doubts muſt have 
been propoſed and reſolved, many Hints 'thrown out 
by thoſe divine Men to elucidate the Obſcurities of 
their Writings; yet in the Works of the Apoſtolic 
Fathers there is not a fingle Paſſage which can fairly 
be underſtood to limit or to palliate the Doctrine of 
Obedience to The Powers that be.” But the beſt 
Commentary on the Writings of the Apoſtles is the 
Conduct of their Followers. And here I muſt hold 
up a Picture before the Eyes of modern Chriſtians 
of what Chriſtianity was in its better and purer 
Days; a Picture which will either ce them to 
Imitation, or put them to Shame. 


By the End of the firſt Century the Diſciples of 
Chriſt were already grown up into a Multitude formi- 
dable to the State: by the Cloſe of the ſecond they 
had ſpread? into every Province, and mingled themſelves 
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with every Department of the Roman Empire. 
They were in the Armies, at Court, on the Tribunals 
of Juſtice. Vet did this oppreſſed and injured Body 
of Men, though perfectly conſcious of their own 
Strength, and avowing it, yield an uniform Obedience 
to every lawful Command ; and when called to any 
Compliance which they: deemed unlawful, inſtead of 
flying to Arms for Redreſs, calmly declared their Ob- 


ligation to obey God rather than PO 11 n 
to the Pains of n. 


Another Circumſtance very obſervable in their Con- 
duct was, their conſiſtent. Adherence to the Principle 


of Obedience, without Regard to the Character of the 
Perſon who required it. SEAL 


+ 


They would ſerve hdr Scruple in the Prætorĩan 
Bands of Nero or of Commodus: they would refuſe to 
throw a Grain of Incenſe upon an Altar at the Com- 
mand of Trajan or Antoninus. And what, it may rea- 
ſonably be aſked, was the Ground of a Conduct fo re- 
pugnant to every natural Principle of Man? 


. 
> , 


They 
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They regarded themſelves as Strangers and Pil- 
re grims upon Earth.” The Politics of this World were 
to them of ſmall Importance. They beheld with 
little Emotion the. Conqueſt or the Revolt of Pro- 
vinces, the Elevation or the “ Dethroning of Mo- 
narchs, while they contemplated with Joy the King- 
dom of God working its Way ſilently but rapidly 


againſt all the Interpoſition of Man. *« This then 


was the Victory which overcame the World even 
„their Faith. They deſired a better Country, even 
* an Heavenly. They looked for a City, which 
H had Foundations, whoſe Maker and Builder was 
„God. By this divine Principle, the World was 
++ crucified to them and they to the World. Being 
e reviled they bleſſed, being perſecuted they ſuffered 
it, being defamed they entreated.“ 


If it be farther aſked to what particular Dodrines 
they were indebted for this 9 Meaſure of 
paſſive 


It is not here to be underſtood that the Primitive Chriſtians would not 
have lamented a Crime by which a Monarch was dethroned, or indeed any 
Event brought about in the World, by Sin; but that their Views of 
Heavenly Things were ſo clear and luminous, that all Earthly Things **» 
peared comparatively trifling. 


: 


. 8. 1 26s 
paſſive Fortitude, it may be replied, to the Doctrine 
of Salvation by Grace through Faith, the univerſal 
Corruption of human Nature, the atoning Blood of 
Chriſt, the ſanctifying Influences of his Spirit, all 
contributing directly and powerfully to form an hum- 
ble, mortified and heavenly Mind, indifferent to the 


World from a Conviction that it“ lyeth in Wicked- 
2, neſs,” | 


There is unhappily but too good Reaſons to con- 
traſt this Picture of the primitive Times with what 
ſome are pleaſed to call Chriſtianity in our Days. 
„Denying the Lord that bought them, his Pre- ex- 
iſtence, Incarnation and Godhead ; diveſting the Goſ- 
pel of every Thing on which the wounded Heart of 
ſinful Man can repoſe for Comfort; and teaching, in its 
' Stead, a Syſtem of ſelf righteous Morality which the 
Bible never knew; exalting the Rights of private 
Judgment above the Scriptures; ſcrutinizing thoſe 
Myſteries whichAngels defire to look into; and ſtriv- 
ing to contract the unfathomable Counſels of the 
Almighty to the Seantling of ele own narrow Un- 
derſtandings. 


Mark 
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Mark now the Effects of religious Preſumption upon 
che political Conduct of Men.“ They who will not 
walk humbly with their God, are moſt eminent for 
Diſaffection to their King; they who have fabricated 
for themſelves a new Goſpel, are the loudeſt in their 
Clamours for a new Conſtitution. Having left little 
in Religion to exerciſe Humiliation and Faith, they 
Have loſt of Courſe all true Reliſh of Spiritual Things; 
they, have acquired unwarrantable Notions of the Im- 
portance of the preſent World; hence it is that they 
are become i impatient under fancied Wrongs, and un- 
mindful-of ſubſtantial Benefits ;& that they call for 
Proted ion while they refuſe Obedience. Theſe are the 
Fruits of modern Faith: the firſt Chriſtians prayed for 
their Perſecutors ; ; theſe revile their Benefactors: : the 
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The Author does not here mean to aſſert that every Individual who hath 
departed from the Truth of the Goſpel, is actually become a bad Subject, 
but that the general Tendency of thoſe Religious Opinions is ta produce 
ſuch a political Temper and Conduct as is here cenſured. Is not this 
Sentiment unhappily verified in our Age and Nation ? 


$ The ordinary and equal Protection of Government is ſurely no ſmall 
Benefit, yet like the common Bleſſing of the-Air we FI is apt to be 
overlooked, becauſe it is perpetual. 
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11 
former were meek and acquieſcent under pure Tyran- 


ny; the latter are ſtriving to ſubvert the moſt equit· t 
able Government upon Earth. 9 8 


Under theſe alarming ee ee ſpot har 
to which I ſhall preſently advert, we are aſſembled 
this Day to humble ourſclyes in the Preſence of God, 
under a penitent Senſe of our own Sinfulneſs, and that 
of the Nation to which we belong. Of the illuftrions 
Examples -recorded in the Old Teſtament, to prove 
the Efficacy of National Humiliation, I ſhall here ſay 
nothing. Vour Bibles are open before you, and the 
Remainder of this Day cannot be better ſpent, than i in 
collecting and comparing them. But, as it hath been 
aſked with all the Inſolence of Godleſs Scoffers, what 
.hath been the actual Effect of thoſe former Seaſoms of 
Public Humiliation which moſt of us recollect, I will 
anſwer in one Word, Ten Vears of n, and, 
I am ſorry to add, of abuſed Proſperity. 


It is lamentable to reflect that the great Principle of 
Corruption, which pervades all human Things, is per- 
petually counteracting the e of thoſe Bleſſings 

| which 


n 
which the Prayets of pious Men have drawn down 
* Mankind. 


nn former Seaſon of general Diſtreſs, when the 
waiſtoh Defection of our Colonies, and an impolitic 
as welt as unprincipled Confederacy of the neighbour- 
ing Powers had brought us to the very Brink of 
Ruin ; when upon every Principle of human Calcu- 
lation, a People however powerful, muſt have lain for 
many. Years exhauſted” and feeble under the Effects 
of ſuch prodigious Exertions ; we began almoſt from 
the Moment of Peace, under the Guidance of an 
inviſible Hand, to derive Strength from Weakneſs, 
and Iniereaſe from Diminution. And here the Cor- 
ruption of Men began to poiſon God's Bleſſings in their 
very Soutree.Fruitful Seaſons, improving Manufac- 
tures, Influx of Wealth, Increaſe of Population, 
quickly led us to forget our heavenly Benefactor, and, 
t vrhen we had builded ourſelves goodly Houſes, 
* when our Silver and our Gold was multiplied, and 
<&< all that we had was multiplied ; then we cried, my 
* Power, and the Might of mine Hand, hath gotten 
„ me this Wealth.” Next followed a Deluge of 
/, B 2 Luxury 
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Luxury and Trreligion in the middle Ranks of Society ; 
Profligacy, and Inſolence, and Impatience of Reſtraint 
broke out among the lower Orders : the feeble Efforts 
that were made to preſerve or reſtore Subordination 
were borne down as by a Torrent, and for theſe Sing 
we are viſited by a Spirit, which now walks through 
the Land like the Peſtilence in Darkneſs, threatnigg 
to tear up all the Inſtitutions of Society by the Roots, 


and to bring us back to the Equality of the JEN 
and wege Natives of the Ifland, 


We have indeed been caſt upon a moſt vveneſhil land 
awful Period of Time. When the ancient Nations 
had filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, the Al- 
mighty was wont to execute his Vengeance by bring- 
ing upon them ſome mighty Conqueror, ' the Staff 
ein whoſe Hand was his Indignation,” or to deluge 
their Country with Herds of nameleſs: Barbatians :— 
But he hath now wrought “a new Thing under the 
„ Sun.” He hath permitted one of the moſt ancient 
and illuſtrious Monarchies of Europe to fall in Pieces 
of its own Accord, from a mere Principle of internal 
Corruption: The oe Head was fick, and the 

| A. & 43 whole 
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whole Heart faint. They were, in the Language of 
the Prophet, „a finful Nation, a People laden with 
e Iniquity, a Seed of Evil-doers, Children that were 
Cotrupters; they had forſaken the Lord ; they had 
% provoked the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger: And 
he hath, as the moſt terrible of all Judgments, left 
them to themſelves: A woeful Example of what it is 
for Men to forſake the Fountain of living Waters, 
and to hew to themſelves Ciſterns that will hold no 
s Water; the broken Ciſterns of preſumptuous Rea- 
* fon and falſe Philoſophy.” They are gow a Mor 
riument of Wrath; and what the Almighty, before 
His Vengeance is exhauſted, hath yet in Store for thein, 
whether, like the Jews in ſimilar Circumſtances, their 
Name is to be blotted out at once by F oreign Con- 
queſt, or they are to be left to periſh by the gradual 
Operation of their own enormous Wickedneſs, it is 
not for us to conjecture: only thus much I think we 
are warranted from paſt Experience to conclude, that 
the Effects of Atheiſm, namely, Thirſt of Blood, and 
total Want of good Faith, with a Preference of ſavage, 
above civilized Life, which already. begins to be a- 
vowed among them, would in a ſingle Century more 
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reduce one of the faireſt Portions of the Earth to a 


Deſert, and cut down more than Twenty Millions ef 
People, now poſſeſſed of all the Arts and Accommo- 
dations of Life, to a few hoſtile Tribes of wandering 


W as s ignorant and brutal as s Eſquimaux. 


Theſe are Reflections which I ſhould 250 have in- 
dulged on this Occaſion, had they not tended to ex- 
cite awful Apprehenſions of the myſterious Wiſdom 
of God in the Adminiſtration of the World. It now 
becomes us to look nearer Home, and, while we pray, 
as we are bound, ** for Kings and all that are in Au- 
« thority, that we may lead a. quiet and peaceable 
« Life, in all Godlinels a and Honeſty,” to reflect by 
what Conduct, on our Part, thoſe Prayers may be ren 
dered moſt available at the Throne of rs 

It is not by the Retirement, the 1 or the abs 
ſtinence of a ſingle Day, that the F avour of God is 
be recovered to a Nation, which had almoſt RY ” 
own him. His Hand is now heavy upon us, and it is 
his declared Intention that: when his Judgments are in 
G < the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World ſhould learn 
« Righteouſneſs.” 


1 
* Righteouſneſs.” Groaning under all the Miſeries of a 
cruel though neceſſary War, alarmed by the Proſpect 
- of inteſtineSedition, and awakened by many viſibleSymp= 
toms that God is about to do ſome great Work in the 
Earth, will it be at all confiſtent with our preſent 
Feelings and Profeflions, that we ſhould return to- 
' morrow to thoſe vain and giddy Amuſements, which 
"devour. the Time, and engage the Attention of the 
higher Ranks, to a very finful Degree? When the 
Lord repented of the Evil which he ſaid he would 
« do unto Nineveh that he did it not,” it was not 
merely or chiefly becauſe ** Man and Beaſt were co- 
„ vered with Sackcloth, and Fried mightily unto the 
„Lord: it was becauſe. they turned every one 
from his Evil Way.” And from how many Evil 
Ways we have to turn, it would exceed all the Time 
allotted to the Exerciſes of this Day, but to enumer- 
ate. To ſay nothing of thoſe in high Stations, thoſe 
in the middle Ranks of Mankind, who do not live in 
| Habits of groſs Sin, have for the moſt Part to deplore 
in themſelves, Love of the World and its Pleaſures ; 
religious Indifference under the Maſk of nominal Re- 


ligion; want of Principle with Reſpect to what are 
| called 
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called the ſmaller Morals ; Inſenſibility to the Oblipa: 
tion of obeying human Inſtitutions for Confeience 
Sake. To theſe is to be added one Symptom peculiar 
to the preſent Age, a cettain featleſs Contempt of 
all Authority, lrreverence for all Superiors, and a vile 
Selfiſhneſs which ſeems to be eating every generous 
Sentiment out of the Hearts of Men. For the gradu - 
al Extinction of thoſe warm Feelings which led our 
Forefathers as by a ſpontaneous Impulſe to love their 
“Country and honour their King” we are indebted 
to the cold Conceits of metaphyſical Speculators, who 
are at preſent employing themſelves in reaſoning all 
Attachment out of the World. 
1 have 1 theſe as ſome of the evil Ways, 
with Reſpect to which Men may poſſibly deceive 
themſelves. But, alas ! the great Maſs. of the Nation 
is finful in Ways, and to a Degree, of which the Sin- 
ners themſelves Can have no r 


And i it to * expected that God * will turn and 
«« repent, and turn away from his fierce Anger that 
« we periſh not, while we continue in all Reſpects 
D « ſuch 
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* ſuch a People as this?“ The Humiliation of the 
| preſent Day ought to be no more than the Beginning 
of a Courſe of Reformation. It were but prudent for 
us, even in a worldly View, to abate ſomewhas of that 
Softneſs and Delicacy in our Habits of Life, which 
we have ſo much indulged of late, as we know not 
how ſoon we may have to endure Hardſhip enough. 
Reflect with what Aggravation a Siege for Inſtance, or 
a great popular Tumult falls upon the ſoft and luxu- 
rious, on the tender and delicate Woman which 
e would not adventure to ſet the Sole of her Foot to 
« the Ground for Delicacy and Teriderneſs.” Can 
we forbear reproaching ourſelves with our own - Sel- 
fiſhneſs, that while ſo many Thouſands of our brave 
Countrymen are fighting for our Hearths and Altars, 
and enduring every Hardſhip incident to War, and to 
a War with Barbarians, we can ſit at Home and refuſe 
to forego the indolent Enjoyment of a ſingle Gratifi- 
cation? Let not this Reflection be eluded by recur- 
ring to the great National Contributions that have been 
made for our Armies. Benevolence is a popular, a 
ſelf-pleaſing, an eaſy Virtue. But what our Circum- 
ſtances now require are the old ſelf-denying Graces: 
C Mortification 
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Mortification andHumility, and Indifference to a World 
which may never again be to us what it has been, 


Nothing _ be more alarmingly impreſſive than 
our preſent Situation. Modern Wars have uſually been 
engaged in for ſome collateral Queſtion of Policy : 
and when a Diſpute betwixt Family and Family was 
adjuſted; when it was determined who ſhould remain 
in Poſſeſſion of ſome diſtant Province or ſome F rontier 
Town; whether this River or that Mountain ſhould 
be the Boundary of Kingdoms, the Sword was ſheath- 
ed again, and the Affairs of the World returned to Welt 
uſual Courſe. 


But the Conteſt i in which we are engaged has no 
Parallel in.the Hiſtory of Mankind : every Thing 
dear to us as Men oras Chriſtians is at Iſſue: it is a War 
of Property againſt Pillage :—of Humanity againſt 
Barbariſm :—of Order againſt Confuſion :—of Religi- 
on againſt Atheiſm :—of Allegiance againſt Rebellion. 


And when we take into the Account the avowed 
Deſigns of our Enemies at Home. Deſigns, ſo deſ- 
| perate 
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perate that unleſs it pleaſe God, in his Mercy, to blaſt 
them, we may live to {ce all Law and Order overturned; 
all the Inſtitutions, which the Wealth, the Wiſdom 
and the Piety of our Forefathers had been accumulat- 
ing for our Happineſs through the long Period of a 
thouſand Years, ſwept away by Bands of Ruffians, and 
nothing left in their Place but one wide Waſte of uni- 
verſal Ruin. Surely every Energy about us muſt be 
rouſed by the — 


But en we think of Intereſts ſtill more domeſtic 
and dear to us ; that we may live to ſee our own Chil- 
dren, to whom we once hoped quietly to tranſmit that 
Property which the good Laws of the Land had ſe- 
cured. to ourſelves - that we may ſee them butchered 
by the Miſcreants of Anarchy, or, what is yet worſe, 
left to the tender Mercies of the wicked” ſor Sup- 
port. we muſt be ſunk to the Condition of Brutes, if 
we do not both cry and ſtrive for Pardon and Protec- 
tion. If we do not know in this our Day the 
« Things that belong unto our Peace, they may be 
% hid from our Eyes.” It will then be too late to 
pray for Kings, and all that are in Authority, that 
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«. we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, in all God- 
„ lineſs and Honeſty.” Alas ! all Authority will then 


be at an End, and there will be no Peace, and no Ho- 
neſty, and no Godlineſs.* | 


* 


* 


Perhaps, in Concluſion, it may be the Will of God 
to grant this Petition, yet at the Expence of civil 
Bloodſhed: Should that be the Caſe, one cheering 
Ray breaks through the thick Gloom that ſurrounds 
us: Thanks be to his Providence, after all that the 
Emiſſaries of Sedition have been able to accompliſh, 
there are Myriads of faithful Engliſhmen, who would 
make their own Breaſts a Rampart about their Sove- 
reign ; and Thanks be to his Grace, there are Multi- 
tudes of true Chriſtians, that are now mourning for 
the Sine and Miſeries of their Country, who, if law- 
fully called to * reſiſt unto Blood, would . go forth 


s in the Cauſe of God, and of his Chriſt, to Victory 


* or to Martyrdom.“ | 


* Fideimus hæc, da  Yatyri ſumente Cothurnum 
Scilicet ? Et finem egreſſi legemque priorum, 8 
Grande Sophoclco carmen bacchamur hiatu 
Nos utinam vani : ſed clamat GALLI, feci. 


Finis. 


Jov. Sar. vi. 


